Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
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Date__Venue Team 1 Bet Price] Team 2 Bt Price|Bet Team 1_Bet Team 2 | ProfitLoss | Predicted Winner Pred Margin | __ Winner Marginn

T6-Jun06 Docklands StKilda [7th) 230 |Adelaide (2nd) - 362% - .62%) 5 “Adelaide EREEZ
17-Jun06 Subiaco Fremantle (8th) - |Geelong (11th) - - - - 7 Geelong 86 x
17-Jun0B Gabba Brisbane Lions (12th) - |Westem Bulldogs (sth) - - - - 7 Weste Bulldogs 42 x
17-Jun06 Football Park  |Port Adelaide (10th) - |west Coast (15t) - - - - 9 Port Adelaide 7
18-Jun06 Aurora Stadium  [Hawthorn (13th) §275  [Richmond (th) - 3.13% - 5.47% 15 Hawthorn anoox
18-Jun06 Docklands Essendon (16th) §565 | Melbourne (Bth) - 6.48% - (.48%) 2 Melbourne E
23-Jun-06 Docklands Kangaroos (14th) - |cartton (15th) - - - -

24-Jun06 Stadium Australia [Sydney th) - |collingwood Grd) - - - -

Towl  13.22%  0.00% ez

13.22%





This weekend we registered another loss but, on the whole, I’m somewhat encouraged by it. I recognise this might sound a little odd at first, so let me explain. On Friday the Saints were beaten by a side that was clearly superior on the night. Pre-game, $2.30 seemed a reasonable price for the Saints, so I’ll just take that one on the chin. On Sunday though, the Model correctly sniffed out the value in the Hawks, and Essendon were serious contenders (despite final-score appearances), especially in the first half, where only their woeful goal-kicking allowed Melbourne to stay in the hunt.
Alas Sportsbet pays no dividends for effort and meritorious loss.
Anyway, the updated table of wagering performance by team is at right and the share price is now down to $0.67521. 
There is, I’m sure, some irony in the fact that, whilst 4 of 6 underdogs won this weekend, both losing underdogs were carrying our money. I’ll let you know once I’ve spotted the irony.

With so many underdogs getting up and with the Model’s recent penchant for tipping favourites, this was obviously not a great tipping round for the Model. Here’s the detail:
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Adelaide o o o o o0 2 1 1 1 0 1 B
Biishanelions 4 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3
Carlton 3 2 0o 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 0
Collingwood 11 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 4
Essendon 4 1 2 1 1 2 0 0 0 o 1 0
Fremantle 30 1 11 0 2 1 1 0 2 1
Geelong 2 0 2 0o 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 4
Hawthorn 4 1 2 0o 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 2
Kangaroos 3 3 0o 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
Melbourne 10 2 0 0 1 2 1 1 0 0 4
Port Adelaide 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 3
Richmond 4 0 0 0o 2 0 2 1 1 1 1 0
StKilda 10 2 1 0 2 1 1 2 0 0 2
Sydney 0 2 0o 0o 0 2 0 2 0 1 2 2
West Coast 10 0 0 o 1 2 1 1 3 1 2
WestemBulldogs 1 2 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 4
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W__ L Outlayed ROF___ROI
Adelaide T 0 076%  045%  6O.00%
Brisbane Lions | 1 1 438% (246%) (56.55%)
Carton 0 5 2125% (2125%) (I00.00%)
Collingwood
Essendon 0 4 2151% @151% (100.00%)
Fremantle 15 05 5B6% 562% 9928%
Geelong
Hawthorn 13 1194%  (45%) (28.94%)
Kangaroos 14 1296% (ID.14%) (8.26%)
Melbourne 11 BA1%  (153%) (3.93%)
Port Adelaide 0 1 350% (@54%) (IDD.00%)
Richrmond 11 B71% 2276% 339.38%
St Kida 0 2 576% (576%) (IDD.00%)
Sydney 11 BET%  252%  3673%
West Coast 10 3E5%  146%  40.00%
Westem Bulldogs| 1 0 483% 434% _9000%
Total 70.5 23.5 116.18% (32.48%) (27.96%)




So, 2 from 6 for the weekend, moving the Model’s season tipping performance to 60 from 94 (63.8%).
As the table at right shows, this weekend’s results have moved Fremantle and Brisbane into the list of teams with which the Model has a 50%-or-worse tipping record (the others being Essendon, Geelong, Port Adelaide and St Kilda).
It’s also interesting to note that it was only the 4th time all season that the Model had tipped Melbourne, especially surprising given their 8 and 4 record.
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Underdog victories made for a generally successful weekend for those taking teams with start on margin betting. Geelong, Western Bulldogs, Port Adelaide all received start and won outright, and Essendon received 39½ points start to squeak home by 3½ points. Only the Saints 10½ points start proved inadequate against an in-form Adelaide. 

Though Sportsbet might have got the margins wrong this weekend, over the course of the season they’ve done a great job, with 48 teams winning when giving start and 46 teams winning when receiving start.
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This weekend the Model was 1 for 1 in tips with a victory margin of 18 points or more, moving its season-long performance to 27 and 7 (79.4%).
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During the weekend I started wondering about victory margins, specifically, what might the most common margin be over the course of, say, all of the 1,198 matches since the turn of the century. The answer, I think, is quite surprising (see the table at left): it’s a tie between 1 point and 4 point victories, each of which occur at a rate of about 1 game in 40. What’s more, 8 of the top 11 most common victory margins represent victories by less than 2 goals.
This season, the most frequent victory margins have been 11, 14 and 22 points, each having occurred 4 times, followed by 1, 2, 5, 18, 21, 26, 34, 35 and 77 (sic), each having occurred 3 times.

Why 18 and 26 point victory margins are so common is a mystery to me. Suggestions are welcomed; the cleverest and/or most believable will be published in a future newsletter.
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Also, after hearing a comment on Melbourne radio about successful teams being those that can win the close matches, I thought it might be instructive to look at the margins of victory and defeat for each of the teams this year. 
Focussing on the four middle columns (ie games won or lost by less than 12 points), it’s interesting to note that:

· Carlton (15th going into this round), Essendon (16th) and Geelong (11th) are all 0 and 3

· The Kangaroos (14th) are 0 and 2

· Western Bulldogs (5th) are 2 and 0

· West Coast (1st), Melbourne (6th) and Fremantle (8th) are all 3 and 1.
Which, all told, makes for fairly compelling evidence for the affirmative.
There are a few anomalies though, in that Adelaide (2nd), Sydney (4th) and St Kilda (7th) are all 2 and 2, yet Richmond (9th) is 3 and 2. Also, there are two teams – Collingwood (3rd) and Brisbane Lions (12th) – who clearly believe that their fans’ cardio-vascular systems are not to be toyed with: they’ve ensured that all their victories and their losses have been by at least 2 clear goals.
“Thumper” honours are currently with Adelaide who’ve buried their opponents 6 times in winning by 6 straight goals or more. Conversely, top of the “Thumpee” pile is Port Adelaide, who’ve capitulated 5 times in losing by 6 straight goals or more. 

(As always, the Fund is open for buying or selling until 5pm Wednesday at the prevailing share price. Still, with only two games next weekend, what harm can another 7 days do?).

‘Til Thursday,
Tony

